Jovita Taite — Trustee Candidate Profile

Jovita brings strong whakapapa connections to the Trust and a deep commitment to the wellbeing of
Pouakani people and future generations.

Jovita has a background grounded in whanau and community. Through her involvement with whanau and
community initiatives, she values the importance of maintaining strong connections between the Trust
and its shareholders.

Jovita was educated at Paraone Street Kindergarten, Tarrangower Primary School, and Taumarunui High
School. She later completed Maori Trade Training in ladies’ hairstyling and became a qualified hairdresser.

In 1989, Jovita established Classique Hair Design in Taumarunui with the support of whanau tradespeople.
As an owner-operator, she successfully ran the business for 31 years. During this time she trained and
employed local rangatahi, supporting apprenticeships in hairdressing and providing work experience and
internships for students from Taumarunui High School, helping young people gain confidence, customer
relationship skills, and practical trade experience.

Following the 2020 nationwide lockdown, Jovita made a career change and joined the team at
Taumarunui Women’s Refuge and Support Centre. She is now in her sixth year working as a Kaimahi,
supporting wahine and helping to empower them through guidance, encouragement and advocacy.

Jovita also brings governance experience. She is currently in her fourth year as a Trustee for Whenuatupu
and Ohinemoa Farm Trust, a sheep and beef farming operation in the Waimiha rohe. In this role she helps
guide the Trust's strategic planning to support long-term goals, productivity and future opportunities for
whanau.

She also serves as a Trustee for Te Awhitu Whanau Maria Marae, a small marae located north of
Taumarunui which she whakapapa to through her mother, Maggie Keepa-Taite. Previously serving three
years as Deputy Chairperson, she is now supporting the marae’s financial management and developing
skills using the Xero accounting system.

Jovita believes the Pouakani Trust plays an important role in protecting the legacy and assets of its
owners. She supports governance that reflects the values of whakapapa, collective responsibility and
careful stewardship of Trust resources for the benefit of present and future generations.

Jovita is seeking election as a Trustee of Pouakani Trust to contribute her perspective, commitment to
whanau and dedication to ensuring the Trust continues to serve the best interests of its people, honouring
the efforts of the tlipuna and kaumatua who worked to protect and retain the whenua for future
generations.




